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LIFT THE BAN (LTB)

The Campaign to De-proscribe Palestine Action

Action Briefing Doc — Saturday 4 October — London

Joining this campaign comes with risk, read this document carefully
This is the most recently revised document, older versions (for previous dates)
should be discarded.

“We ... applaud the growing campaign of collective defiance that aims to overturn
the ban. We commend the courageous stand taken by Defend Our Juries, and the
exemplary recent motion adopted by Derry City and Strabane district council that
“supports all those who have protested the ban on Palestine Action and calls for
charges against them to be immediately dropped”
Angela Davis, Naomi Klein, Judith Butler ++++



“If the general populace comes to the conclusion that this is a stunt by the
Starmer government ... this legislation won’t take, people will regard it as
ridiculous ... you’ll end up having thousands of people coming out in support of
Palestine Action, thousands of people declared terrorists. The law will suddenly
look an ass, this government will lose a great deal of political credibility and in
due course the Home Secretary might have to resign.”

Peter Oborne, former chief political commentator of The Daily Telegraph

FIVE STEPS TO LIFTING THE BAN

STEP 1: Read this document carefully, in particular the legal briefing, the section on
arrest and the Group Agreement (found at the end of this document).

STEP 2: If you are planning to join us on 4 October to hold a sign, read the Group
Agreement at the end of the Action Briefing document again.

STEP 3: Attend an open call: https://defendourjuries.net/lift-the-ban/#calls

STEP 4: If you are fully committed to holding a sign on 4 October in central London until
arrested or the police have given up, on the condition that at least 1,500 people have
made the same commitment, sign the Action Network form at the end of the Action
Briefing document (this document).

STEP 5: Aim to attend an online nonviolence training, the details of which will be
emailed to you once you've signed the commitment form.

This action will only proceed if at least 1,500 people have committed to it. Based on the
response to 522 people being arrested on 9 August, 857 people arrested on 6
September, if 1500 hold signs on 4 October, until arrested or until the police give up,
there is a good chance that the pressure created will force the government to back
down on the proscription.

The government will no longer be able to silence those exposing its complicity in
genocide.
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THE OBJECTIVE OF THE CAMPAIGN: introduction

The objective of this campaign is to Lift the Ban on Palestine Action, i.e. for Palestine
Action to be de-proscribed as a ‘terrorist organisation’.

Yvette Cooper, the Home Secretary, introduced the ban after Palestine Action entered
the RAF base at Brize Norton and spray painted two military planes red, shining a
spotlight on the role of the British military in partnering Israel’s genocide against the
Palestinian people.

Following intensive lobbying by representatives of the Israeli government and the arms
industry, such as Lord Walney, dishonestly presented to the public as ‘independent
advisers’, Palestine Action have been branded as ‘terrorists’, for trying to stop crimes
against humanity and for exposing the British government’s complicity in genocide.

It is vital that our campaign succeeds - not just for Palestine Action but for democracy.
Once the meaning of ‘terrorism’ is separated from campaigns of violence against a
civilian population, and extended to include those causing economic damage or
embarrassment to the rich, the powerful, and the criminal, then the right to freedom of
expression has no meaning and democracy is dead. If we let this go, the unions, and
climate and racial justice movements will be next.

But the Government has overreached itself. Our groups and movements are coming

together like never before, finding unity under repression. By refusing to give into fear
and by standing together, we will face down this assault on us all.

PART A. ACTION DESIGN

Conditional commitment

The actions on Saturdays 5th, 12th, 19th July, 9th August and 6th September, have
changed the meaning of an arrest under the Terrorism Act. It has become a badge of
honour to be arrested — a mark of resistance to genocide and of standing up for
democratic freedoms.



Since the Orwellian ban came into force on 5 July, over 1500 people have been
arrested in the UK for holding cardboard signs, quietly expressing personal opposition
to genocide and support for those who resist it.

A further 80 people were arrested for holding a solidarity action outside the British
Embassy in the Netherlands (there has also been a solidarity action in Denmark
(https://www.instagram.com/reel/DL092yQoUkF/?igsh=Y2Q4YThgNjluNGIi).

Expressions of support for Palestine Action have gone viral online, with thousands,
including high profile people such as George Monbiot, Roger Walters and Dale Vince,
publicly expressing support (https://x.com/dalevince/status/1941769353646485566).

Unions and different civil rights organisations have publicly opposed the proscription of
Palestine Action. Amnesty International has, for the first time, called for Urgent Action
against the UK government for grave human rights abuses, usually a call out to be used
against states like Saudi Arabia and Venezuela.

But it's the actions engaging the police that most expose the absurdity and totalitarian
nature of the law. It's through these actions — mass, public defiance of the law, that we
can bring about the lifting of the ban.

The next action will be on Saturday 4 October. It will be a conditional commitment
action, which means it will only go ahead if at least 1,500 people have committed
to taking action. 1,500 is more than 6 times the total number of people arrested under
the Terrorism Act in the entire year 2024.

On 9 August, the police were only able to arrest 532 people by the unusual step of
granting ‘street bail’, a process which denied people the right to receive immediate legal
advice. Had more people insisted on the right to be taken to a police station, which
ensures the provision of immediate legal advice, the police would not have been able to
complete so many arrests. The same system was used on September 6, but as many
refused to give their details, they were taken to police custody. The police have not
been able to arrest everyone in August and September.

Even among many in the right wing media, the response to seeing the police arrest so
many peaceful protestors, for quietly expressing their opposition to genocide, has been
one of dismay. Anti-protest shock-jocks, such as Nick Ferrari and Richard Madeley,
have condemned the arrests as an outrageous waste of police time'. We do not believe
arrests on an even greater scale on 4 October will be politically sustainable.
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In any case, charging and prosecuting another 1,500 people for Terrorism Act offences,
in addition to the 1500 already arrested, would be beyond the capacity of the state,
given the current situation in the criminal justice system. These thoughts were echoed in
the House of Lords, with peers urging the arrests and prosecutions to stop when they
were not in the interest of the public.

The advantage of a conditional commitment action is that you sign up, knowing that you
will only take action if a critical mass of people are taking action with you. There’s safety
and community in numbers and there’s the promise of being part of a historic moment in
facing down the repression of the genocidal state. There will be independent welfare
groups looking after people, and we are working to ensure the place stays safe for
those taking action, learning from feedback following previous actions.

The action will again take place in Parliament Square, London. It is by bringing
people together in one place that we keep people safe and dramatise the moment most
powerfully, creating an impossible dilemma for the state.

Please note: This action is for those over the age of 18 only.
The Action

The action will follow the principles for traditional Defend Our Juries sign-holding
actions, in which sign-holders sit at locations of symbolic significance, relevant to the
message we are communicating, with nonviolent composure, until arrested or until it
is clear the police have stopped arresting people.

For as long as the police are arresting people, we ask you to remain in place, until
arrested, to maintain the collectivity of the group. This could take many hours,
depending on where you are sitting. If you need to move at any point, to get into some
shade, or for health reasons or you cannot stay seated for longer, please do what you
need to do to look after yourself. But the longer we can be there, the more powerful the
action, so please come prepared to stay for as long as it takes.

If you do have to leave the group, with arrests underway, be aware of the possibility you
could be arrested as you leave. Try to stay with someone rather than leaving the area
alone. The police can also arrest you at a later date if you have left and gone home.

Based on what happened on 6 August, the police are likely to ask for proof of identity
and address, and to grant you ‘street bail’. This means they can process people quickly,



but it denies you the right to receive the immediate, free legal advice on arrest everyone
is entitled to when you are taken to a police station. There is no obligation to give your
details to the police before being taken to a police station. Our recommendation is
that people refuse street bail for their own safety and to follow through to the end of
the action with the spirit of civil resistance. If the police want to arrest us, they ought to
do so properly.

This means that you should not carry any form of ID on you, including identifying
payment cards or transport passes. Check your belongings before the day, as it might
surprise you that there may be an old slip of paper in your bag IDing you which will be
used. The police will try to get you to ID yourself, and will likely lie and try to manipulate
you to get you to identify yourself. If you need medication, you will have to have a name
on your prescription. Please prioritise this over not having an ID. Being street bailed
might mean that you will be requested to return to a police station to be interviewed at a
later stage.

Placards

We will hold signs which say:

| OPPOSE
GENOCIDE

| SUPPORT
PALESTINE
ACTION
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Note: Please bring your own blank placard and the thickest marker pen you can to
Parliament Square. If you are bulk buying placards for friends see here for a link to buy
10 blank A2 placards. See here for a good example of a marker to buy (but don't stress
about this too much, just bring the thickest you can find/afford).

(IMPORTANT: Please read ‘Potential Outcomes’ section on page 20 for possible
implications from a charge, including travel and employment restrictions. It is
essential you are aware of the worst case scenarios and are prepared for this).

The actions conform to nonviolent principles. By making the actions as quiet and
contemplative as possible, we better expose the absurdity and Orwellian nature of the
ban.

e We are sitting down (only standing in exceptional circumstances)

e \We have a gaze lowered in contemplation and resolve, not seeking contact with
passers by or the police. Our words, or lack of, on the sign are what we are
communicating. Let the signs speak for themselves (nb any verbal
expressions of support for Palestine Action might be used to justify a
much more serious charge under s.12).

e \We do not give media interviews during the action as they disrupt the peaceful
and impactful atmosphere we are creating.



We know that people are feeling moved to join this action, who’ve never previously
risked arrest. Let's help everyone feel welcome, by acknowledging and greeting the
people around us as we arrive.

Accessibility

For those with additional needs, that feel they would benefit from support at the action
or would like someone to travel alongside then we are facilitating a buddy system for
sitters in this position. Please email info@defendourjuries.net with ‘Buddy request’ in the
subject line, with a few essential details and we will attempt to link up those needing
support, with fellow sitters offering support.

Non compliance

Non-compliance with the police is an aspect of principled nonviolence. As Amnesty
International have made clear, the police in arresting peaceful protestors for quietly
holding signs against the genocide, are acting in violation of international human rights
law. Unlawful arrests are acts of violence.

While we will not resist arrest, nor will we assist the police in the process of unlawful
arrest.



